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nounced in bold terms that " Every distinction or designation tending to make any class whatever of the subjects of my Empire inferior to another class on account of their religion, language, or race, shall be for ever effaced. ... As all forms of religion are and shall be freely professed in my dominions, no subject of my Empire shall be hindered in the exercise of the religion which he professes nor shall be in any way annoyed on that account No one shall be compelled to change his religion." The eligibility of all Turkish subjects, without distinction, to public offices ; their admission to the civil and military schools ; the acceptance of sworn evidence according to the oaths of the several sects in courts of justice ; the reference of all inter-religious causes to Mixed Tribunals ; the reform of the penitentiary and disciplinary systems ; the absolute equality of taxation among the different classes of the population without distinction of creed ; the abolition of the system of farming the taxes ; and various other reforms tending to the repression of corruption, extortion, and malversation, and the equal encouragement of good citizenship without prejudice of class or creed, were all promised in this great charter. Lord Stratford's hand is traceable in every line ; these were his reforms, either already carried, or often pressed upon the Porte ; this was the culminating moment in his reforming career, and the seal to all his labours on behalf of just and equal government in Turkey.
It was a signal triumph to have extorted such a programme of reform from a Mohammedan sovereign, in face of the hostility of the vast majority of his Muslim subjects, despite the opposition of most of the men in office, and notwithstanding the indifference, if not contempt, manifested by the European Powers for all dreams of Turkish regeneration. The Ambassador himself was astonished : " Considering that of the five persons who joined me," he wrote, "in drawing up the Charter, two were Mohammedans, two Roman Catholics, and one a member of the Greek Church, its acceptance was little short of a miracle. I confess that I had no previous expectation whatever of overcoming the prejudices of such colleagues in negotiation, and particularly of those who professed the Musulman belief." No one but Lord Stratford could have